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For A Time Such As This
When God is silent, Christians of all ages have turned either 

away from or to Him. They have asked God many questions, 

typical one being ‘Why’? “God, if you’ve got all that power, 

why do millions starve in the Third World? Why do you let the 

innocent suffer on top of their suffering? Why are You silent? 

Have You given up on the direct intervention option? Why did 

his wife choose to leave him when he is sick anyway?’ some 

Christians ask concerning healing. For example, is God still 

in the healing business? If God heals, why does He heal some 

and not others? Why doesn’t God DO something? Why is God 

silent? 

The list is endless.

This book could be small but it is very potent and powerful, 

capable of encouraging us to turn to God in prayer as we seek His 

help, guidance, promised deliverance and His comfort, turning 

to His Word to learn what He has to say. This book will lead you 
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to the comfort zone of God’s Word. What gives us comfort is that 

God knows the story of our lives and, as seen through the prism 

of Jesus Christ’s message of hope, it has a happy ending. What 

should give us a sense of comfort is that Jesus has promised to 

guide us through every trouble, even through the valley of the 

shadow of death, until we safely stand with Him at God’s right 

hand.

Consider the apostle Paul. Had Paul, who was the greatest 

missionary of all time and had received more revelations from 

Jesus Christ than any other man who ever lived, only received 

what is taught today, or known revelations being taught today, 

his life could have been a walk-in-the-park. He could have been 

delivered from all of the terrible sufferings as listed in Paul’s 

second letter to the Church at Corinthians. Maybe he could have 

asked the very usual question, ‘Why me God?! But read what 

he wrote:

Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more: In 

labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
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more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I 

forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I 

stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been 

in the deep. In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils 

of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils in the 

wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren. 

In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 

thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those 

things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the 

care of all the churches (2 Corinthians 11:23-28).
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE
‘FOR A TIME SUCH AS THIS’ is a book that is backed by the 

story of Queen Esther and Mordecai (see the Book of Esther). 

It is coming from a thought that Mordecai brought to Queen 

Esther’s attention during the days of trial and tribulation for the 

people of God (in exile). “for a time such as this,” Mordecai 

further reminded Esther that God had placed her in a position of 

honour and influence so as to bring God’s promised help to His 

people (see Esther 4:14).

Days of trials and tribulations are no strangers to God’s people 

today. Trials and troubles challenge us, spiritual enemies beset 

us, fiery trials scorch our faith, our own frailty and mortality 

frightens us, tragic losses mount, guilt plagues our consciences, 

personal problems put us on the verge of despair, and sometimes 

even daily life seems difficult and discouraging.

Why does it appear that God heals some people and not others? 

Could there be a purpose in pain and suffering? When our own 
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time to go through tribulation comes, what should we do? Is 

there hope for the unhealed? Does healing have preconditions? 

What guidance does the Bible give about mystery and the 

mastery of suffering?

I, Pastor Frank Chada, have tackled a number of questions in 

this book, using the Bible and the most recent, well-documented 

case histories or healings, and non-healings.

This book is my testimony. It is very potent and capable of 

exposing you to knowledge that will show you what it takes to 

bask in God’s favour. As you read through the pages of this book, 

please do so with your eyes on the Word of God, while keeping 

your ears open to enticings of the Holy Spirit. It will encourage 

you to continually turn to God in prayer as you seek His help, 

guidance, promised deliverance and comfort. This book also 

recommends that when you face trials and temptations; turn 

to God’s Word to learn what He has to say. When His answer 

seems to tally, PRAY the more! 
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INTRODUCTION
There are seasons when even those who fear God and obey His 

voice “walk in darkness”.  There is a season in every life when 

though you declare that you are born again Christian and you 

dwell in the light, all you see is gross darkness. It is in such a 

season you think God is a “smart liar”, for to us; the clouds of 

life’s challenges have hidden His light. It is a season when you 

don’t know where to turn and confusion becomes your middle 

name.

“Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice 

of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? 

Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God” 

(Isaiah 50:10). 

The trials we go through in life are like clouds that hold our 

blessings. The clouds appear black and dangerous but contain 

our joy. The clouds indeed tend to hide the sun of God’s love 

on us. Trials make you wonder if God is still on your side or 
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on the throne. In Geography, rainfall, which is very important 

for agricultural activities, among others, has its genesis in the 

formation of clouds. Raindrops range in size and reach up to 

3mm in diameter, and their rate of fall increases up to 7.6m per 

second with their size. Consequently, black clouds accompanied 

by fiery thunder claps are the genesis of fruitful rain. But has 

any cloud successfully hidden the sun? NO! THE SUN WILL 

ALWAYS SHINE AFTER THE BLACK CLOUDS. “Who 

layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the 

clouds his chariots: who walketh upon the wings of the wind” 

(Psalm 104:3). The clouds are the chariots of God. He uses 

every trouble you see as a vehicle to take you to your Promised 

Land. In fact, Ecclesiastes 11:3 commends that, “If the clouds 

be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth…” So, the 

clouds contain blessings and carry your destiny.

I am reminded of the rough man from the scripture, John the 

Baptist. Here was a man who announced, Behold the Lamb of 

God and he even saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus as a dove! 

Yet, months later, when he was passing through his dry, thorny 
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valley of life, his confidence shook! He sent his disciples to 

ask Jesus, “Art thou he that should come, or do we look for 

another?” (Matthew 11:3). Yes, there are seasons in life when 

you even question the very existence of God.  However, in such 

times as these, it is wise to remember WHAT TO DO WHEN 

YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO. There is a saying in the 

West that goes, “When you are rattled, don’t rush”. This saying 

warns us that When you don’t know what to do, don’t do it. 

Remember Matthew 11:6, “And blessed is he, whoso ever shall 

not be offended in me.” We have to trust God and be still in all 

seasons, for He Himself said, “Be still, and know that I am God: 

I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the 

Earth” (Psalm 46:10). 

However, this seems hard for this generation!

Second thing is: Listen! What is God trying to say through the 

events happening in your life? Something that causes the old 

hackles to rise – although hopefully they’re well concealed – is 

the tendency of people to talk when they ought to be listening. 
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Instead of listening, this generation starts twittering away after 

just a few words. It’s evident that your voice stops abruptly at 

their eardrums! They’re hearing, sure enough – the volume level 

ensures that – but they’re not listening. The ears are open but the 

mind is out for lunch. I am sure that’s what Jesus meant when, far 

more politely, He quoted the Old Testament prophet Isaiah about 

people seeing and hearing but never understanding and hardly 

seeing with their eyes” (Matthew 13:13-16) It’s nothing to do 

with having some hearing impairment or limited brain power. 

It’s just a refusal to think about what’s being communicated. 

When God wants to get through, it’s time to listen! Clear your 

mind of personal prejudices and wrong assumptions, and apply 

your intelligence to sieve and assess situations as best and as 

honestly as you can.

You’ve to got to smile! Just imagine it. Here were these dear 

earnest Christians, all fervently praying away for Peter’s safety, 

while all the time he was waiting outside, banging the front 

door. (Acts 12:5-16) Almost certainly they had been praying for 

a miracle, but when the maid told them Peter was free and was 
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at the door they thought she was potty. They could not listen. 

It’s probably Jehovah’s witness. Fancy interrupting their prayers 

with daft nonsense like that!

I’d love to have seen their faces when Peter eventually walked 

in. But, before we’re too critical, it strikes me that their praying 

was absolutely typical of our own approach far too often. We 

ask God to heal or overrule in some situation, but in the heart 

of hearts we don’t believe for a moment that He will. Or, to be 

more accurate, we’re not convinced that He can! What we’re 

asking for is too big, too impossible. We cannot even listen. 

They’re things that happen to other people, not to us, and if we 

actually got what we asked for we’d be flabbergasted.

What a doubting crowd we are. We say we believe God answers 

prayer, but at the same time we wouldn’t stake our lives on it! 

Obviously, from the evidence of this story, God will sometimes 

intervene miraculously, despite a lack of total conviction from 

those who ask. There’s little doubt that these Christians took 

their praying seriously and, despite their lack of optimism, God 
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still honoured their obedience and faithfulness.

“… I tell you,” said Jesus to the disciples, ‘whatever you ask for 

in prayer, believe that you have received it and it will be yours.’ 

(Mark 11:24).

Confidence like that is hard to practice. And there’s always the 

possibility of course that our praying may not be in line with 

God’s will. But God’s ability to intervene is one thing; whether 

He chooses to is another. 

Lastly, never forget that God knows the way and He knows what 

to do. “O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou 

knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest 

my thought afar off” (Psalm 139:1-2). Indeed, God knows 

your thoughts afar off; even years before they happen. GOD 

IS NEVER TAKEN BY SURPRISE BY ANYTHING IN 

YOUR LIFE! Do you know that lots of your friends will be 

disappointed when they know your real private weakness? Yes, 

your reputation, which is people’s opinion of you, will be tainted 
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if they knew your innermost weakness! But blessed be God that, 

despite knowing us “inside-out”, loves and believes in us.

So often we miss out on God’s blessing because we, as the official 

in John 4:46-53, don’t honestly take Him at His Word. I wonder 

how you and I would have reacted in that situation. I’d have 

done the same with as little hesitation. I’m not sure, though. I’d 

possibly think I knew better. I’d know how seriously ill the boy 

was — because I’d see him and Jesus hadn’t. I knew that Jesus 

had touched people before and they were healed. That’s the way 

He did it. He had to be there in person and touch them. It didn’t 

make sense for Him (Jesus) to be a few kilometers away to call 

for the official’s belief that his son would be healed. It didn’t 

add up. It wasn’t logical. What if Jesus had gotten it all wrong? 

Yet, however impossible it seemed, however little the official 

understood Jesus’ power, he took Jesus at His Word.

 What a lesson in faith! We say we have faith, but when it comes 

to the crunch, we hold back. We don’t pray as we should because 

our human reason tells us God can’t answer us in that situation. 

We don’t go where God leads because logic tells us it’s stupid. 
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We don’t live dangerously as He directs because we doubt His 

ability to look after us.
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Chapter 1

WHY ME?
“I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver 

of men? Why hast thou set me as a mark against, so that I 

am a burden to myself? And why dost thou not pardon my 

transgression, and take away mine iniquity? For now shall I 

sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I 

shall not be” (Job 7:20-21). 

“They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, 

and were not confounded” (Psalm 22:5).

Disappointments, failure, tragedies, make life hard, trying and 

bitter. Does God really care when we are in trouble? “Where is 

your God?” says the man of the world as believers are pinned 

down by misfortune and sorrow.

Trials and troubles seem to tumble in from all sides, making life 

difficult and discouraging. At times, even the sinful heart of the 
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anxiously Christian asks, “has God forgotten me?”

Today, most church functions, notably mass-healing services, 

are televised, but there are still so many questions – even 

after the TV program – to which we still want answers. Was 

it really a miracle? Was it a set-up? How come God heals this 

person and not that person? Why did half a hundred people with 

terminal illnesses for whom I had prayed die anyway? OK! So, 

Morgan and Paul were healed – or so it appeared – but how 

about Chisomo, Allan and Kelvin? How about Rose, with all 

the pain and indignity of tuberculosis (in hospital yet again and 

in the Intensive Care Unit)? Why was the life of Thoko – “1978 

to 2016: Vivacious, Dedicated, Dearly loved,” according to 

the message on her tombstone – had her life, which was full 

of brilliant promises, extinguished in a head-on collision while 

coming from a church service on Christmas day? Why would 

Grace Chinga (May her soul rest in peace), a well-known gospel 

artist in Malawi, die after a short illness? How come the wife of 

the policeman who sustained a spinal injury after a road accident 

in Blantyre 14 years ago is still with him, but Kondwani’s wife 



11

For A Time Such As This: Why me?

has deserted him due to diabetes? Are these lives not worthy 

God’s intervention? Are some people’s situations not worthy 

God’s say?

As the believer stands at the deathbed of a dear child and then 

at the graveyard, one thought surges through the mind, “does 

God really care?” with one prop after another pulled out from 

under him, he asks “has God turned away from me? Why did He 

heal that drunkard that day and not my child? See all the misery, 

loneliness, distress and destruction in the world! Sometimes, the 

impression one gets is that Christians get a double portion of it 

all. 

If you could ask God one question, what would it be? This 

conversation can surely, attract questions like:

- Why wasn’t I born rich? 

- Why do you tolerate the present government? 

- And my wife Ruth asked: Why am I a sacrifice for 

people?

The typical questions would include two elements: real concern 
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about the problems of the world; anger and frustration with God 

for allowing them or not tackling them. In short, WHY? WHY? 

WHY ME? GOD! Why are there so many wars in Africa? Why 

do you let the innocent suffer? Quoting Martin Luther, he said 

for all of us, there are days when faith trembles in the balance 

and we ask, “Is it true? Is it true?”

The WHY? question is as old as sin. There are plenty of Bible 

writers who echo the WHY ME? question. Below is a highlight 

of some of the WHY questions mighty men of God asked in 

their trying times.

Midianite hordes, like locusts, had been swarming over Israelites’ 

land, season after season, despoiling cattle and crops. When God 

sent His Angel to commission Gideon to be His champion, the 

angel said, The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.

Gideon responded with a why? Question: If the Lord is with us, 

WHY has all this evil happened to us?
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