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Foreword
In these days of abundant information, managing 

one’s life demands deeper understanding of 

one self and the issues that affect our lives and 

immediate environment. Philosopher emperor 

Marcus Aurelius sums it up clearly: “Look within 

it’s the fountain of all good”. This maxim, whose 

modern equivalent could be “when you change 

the way you look at things the things you look 

at change” does not encourage enslaving oneself 

to an individualistic fantasy world, but rather 

emphasizes the essence of self-examination. The 

book penetratingly looks into the personal self-

examining journey of the author, and it dissects 

issues that engulf growing up with a sense of 

originality without hinging to the authentic self. 

This book stands as a context-driven analysis 

of contemporary issues from the eyes of ‘an 

erudite navigating a chaotic sea with a stoic 

predisposition’. 

Chimango Chisuwo
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Preface
At the age of twenty-one, I have encountered a 

number of problems that have carved me into the 

person I presently am. This book is a narration 

of eight problems that people, especially the 

youth, face in the societies I have stayed in over 

the years. I use personal experience to illuminate 

the problems, and with each problem, I render an 

alternative perspective. 

While the book is centred upon my life, I aim at 

improving other lives through it.
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Chapter 1
Knowing is not Learning

It is often said that learning is a never ending process, 

and I have always believed that we learn something in 

every day of this our limited life. I have been extracting 

justification to this belief from dictionaries that I come 

across. Some of the dictionaries associate learning with the 

gain of knowledge in a new activity. Some limit the definition 

of learning to be informed of by study or instruction. Further, 

some dictionaries define knowledge as the ‘fact of knowing 

about something, awareness, or information gained through 

education and experience’. In this regard, being aware, from 

a biology class, that a cobra is a venomous snake is learning. 

But, is the mere gain of knowledge actually learning? I no 

longer agree!

 In my secondary school days at Mufulira High School 

in Zambia, offenses by delinquents did not go unpunished. I 

remember a time when five eleventh-grade boys decided to 

dodge classes. Since the gate was always locked till knock off 
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time, they decided to jump the fence. Unfortunately, a prefect 

had seen them, and he took the matter to the administration. 

The following day, the young offenders were told to buy 

two bags of cement each as punishment. According to the 

disciplinary committee, the bags of cement would be used 

to make cemented blocks that would add to the height of the 

fence, making it higher and more difficult for anyone to jump 

over. 

 A few days later I stood witness to the same offense. 

Oddly enough, the offense was committed by the same 

boys that paid the price days before. I was surprised at their 

actions. I wondered why they decided to do the same thing 

that got them into trouble a few days earlier. 

 There are many scenarios in our day-to-day lives that 

can be equated to the story of these eleventh graders. Take, 

for example, the fact that we consciously read, on cigarette 

packs, that smoking is hazardous to health, and, on bottles 

of alcoholic beverages, that abuse of alcohol is dangerous to 

health. How many times have we read or heard the words 

AIDS IS REAL, yet we still find ourselves with multiple 
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partners and engage in unprotected sex? Even with enough 

knowledge at our disposal, we still find ourselves going after 

the very things that harm us in the long run.

Obviously, numerous reasons draped in harm-insulating 

terms of depression, boredom and pleasure could be given to 

back our destructive ways. However, could the main reasons 

be that we have not learnt? 

 If one takes a more profound psychological approach 

to the concept of learning, they would come to understand 

why I settle for the idea that knowing does not entail learning. 

A mother may tell her five-year-old child not to play 

with fire lest the child gets burnt. The child, however, 

not understanding the magnitude of what being burnt is, 

eventually taps the fire. Feeling the sting of the fire, the odds 

that the child will ever play with fire again are near zero. This 

is learning.

 According to educationists, learning is said to have 

taken place only if it is accompanied by a change in behavior. 

As in the story of the mother and the child, if the child keeps 

playing with fire despite its dire consequences on his well-
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being, then he has not learnt.

 

 The good thing is that, unlike the five-year-old child 

who may not understand the magnitude of his knowledge 

about fire, we grown-ups more often understand the 

magnitude of our acts.

  On the same account of what learning is, I propose 

that being in a formal institution of education does not 

guarantee that learning will take place. Neither does acing 

an examination- emerging with a distinction or credit, 

automatically mean that we have learnt. With regret, I now 

buy the idea that my lecturer, the late R.D. Hango always 

held. He repeatedly ‘decreed’ that exams never give a true 

representation of intelligence, and using their results to 

settle that learning has taken place is an absurdity.

He would say,

“Anyone can study for an exam the night before, fill up 

all the necessities and spill them all on the examination 

paper and forget the minute he walks out’. ‘But for 

me, a true intellectual is one who is able to wield that 

knowledge and use it to transform his society for the 
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better.” 

These words of the late R. D. Hango still resonate in 

me.

 At school, most of us subscribed to the idea of simply 

studying for the examinations. Our main goal was to pass the 

exams at all cost and walk out of the institution with a paper 

in hand. We cared less about wielding the knowledge we had 

for transformational purposes.

 I have now seen that this approach is so dangerous 

to our society. We live in a society where the mere fact of 

having attained a degree from a recognizable institution of 

higher learning suffices. Indeed, knowledge is power, but the 

power is useless if not put to good use.

 

 What would it profit the world if the avengers had all 

the powers to stop all villains, but they were just watching, 

having pancakes instead? Would their powers have any 

meaning? Of what essence is knowledge in Solid Waste 

Management when we cannot dispose litter appropriately? 

How does it help the society if we have an understanding 
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that plastics take hundreds of years to biodegrade, yet we 

still cannot apply the basic principles of reduce, reuse and 

recycle? Why do we fail to practice these ‘little’ principles 

at home? Why do we still choose to become agents of 

destruction of our environment in our day-to-day activities? 

Whilst we owe some problems to the system, we should 

remember that the system comprises of individuals who, if 

they changed their abominable ways, would make the system 

devoid of such menace. 

 If parents groom their children into thinking of 

education as a means to an end (getting a job and earning big 

money) rather than a tool for change, then they are planting 

parasitic destruction. 

 It is obvious that Malawi and other African countries 

are economically burdened, and I have had a privilege to 

listen to what some experts owe the impoverished status to. 

The sages, from Zimbabwe, Zambia, South Africa, Malawi and 

so forth, chorus the same language of how their governments 

are corrupt, their systems dilapidated, and nepotism taking 

its toll on their nations. 
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It is interesting to know what people have in mind pertaining 

to the betterment of their countries. Certainly, they know 

what is needed to get there. But, why can’t they devise ways 

of how to implement it? They say that those that have the 

knowledge have no power and vice versa- why do they not 

work on putting in power those with ‘knowledge’? 

 To the contrary, my 21-year-old experience has taught 

me that knowledge alone does not hatch development. Based 

on academic qualifications, these countries have leaders 

who possess vast knowledge on matters of the state, and 

economic strategies, among others, yet they still cannot give 

the countries the leverage they need.

 Another interesting thing, however, is that those 

benefitting from these vices, despite knowing the 

repercussions, can in no way speak of trying to thwart such 

acts, or else they will fill up the wells that feed their greedy 

bellies. This got me thinking. What are the chances that the 

people, who purport to have the knowledge, will not tread 

the same path when they get into power? Are they noticing 
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the dilapidation because they are the ones experiencing the 

pain? Most of the people out there are just looking out for 

themselves. Thus, given the chance to be in power, their 

knowledge will be masked by the fullness of the power they 

would wield. 

 It is my realization that one can only be termed to 

have learnt only after changing their behavior. Regardless 

of one’s knowledge in any field, I feel I cannot assert that 

one has learnt if they are leading a lifestyle contrary to their 

knowledge. If environmental science graduates simply talk 

about the necessity of protecting the environment yet they 

act as agents of destruction of the same environment in 

their actions, then they have not learnt. Similarly, if we are 

able to speak outright against corruption, yet we resort to 

corrupting authorities to have ends meet, then we have not 

learnt. If we are acquainted and gutted with the mediocrity 

of our educational system yet we, out of desperation, keep 

recruiting unqualified or under qualified people, then we 

have not learnt.

 

 Knowledge is like possessing an arsenal- we may 
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possess the most powerful weapons, but they would prove 

useless if we cannot use them to bring down our enemies, 

and lose the war in the long run.   

When Shall We Learn?
 

The definition of learning in your dictionary

Attributes to the knowledge we earn.

But in a psychological context,

The change in behavior supersedes the information we gain.

So you can actually possess knowledge

But behave contrary to your brain.

Then I ask Nyasaland

When shall we really learn?

I find myself in a society

Where success and envy are in equal proportion

Where those in a position of authority

Unjustly squander even the subordinates’ portion

A society where helping the poor

Is just a way to boost one’s work station,

The only way to practice philanthropy
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If it’s accompanied by applause.

Don’t get me started on nepotism

Where the word ‘family’ means instant capitalization

And trust me if you aren’t a relative

You are headed for decapitation.

But when shall we learn

That greed tears down our nation?

The day I saw an illegal driver

Get past traffic police through negotiation

And a student who failed that exam

Miraculously got salvation,

Is the day I learnt that he who has money

Can buy his way out of damnation

But when shall we learn

That corruption is a highway to destruction?

I earnestly pray for the day

We shall all come to a realization

That we all have a role to play

In changing our country’s situation

We can all hold hands 
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In saving Nyasaland from annihilation

And the only way to do that

Is to lay a new foundation.

©2017@the_nutty_one
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